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anxious that her baby should not suffer from privations.
Having sent Marie her cheque, Longford decided to
sandwich the renewal of Selina's contract between other
business matters which he had to discuss with Hobbs.
" By the way, Hobbs," Ralph remarked casually to the
booking manager, "I've been thinking over Selina's
engagements, and Fll leave her further employment in
your hands. If you think it worth while to offer a
renewal, do so by all means, but I can't provide any more
items for her to work alone, I'm too infernally busy.
Now that Fancourt's leaving for America the question
of her doing a sketch with him doesn't arise." While
speaking, Longford took up a file of correspondence as
though he had dismissed Selina finally from his mind.
"Til bear in mind what you say," remarked the
manager, feigning nonchalance, while he revelled
secretly in the thought that Marie's future work at the
Star 'Halls would depend upon her acceptance of his
terms, instead of those of the managing director.
A day or two later, Marie received from Hobbs a
fotmal notice making an appointment fot her to call at
his office. Like a drowning person she clutched at this
prospect of further employment, for she was finding her
attempts to swim against die strong current of adversity
very exhausting.
When Marie reached St. Martin's Star, a clerk showed
her into a small waiting-room communicating with
Hobbs's private office. While alone, Marie recalled the
manager's behaviour at her first interview and, although
Hobbs had made no advance to her while she was under
Longford's protection, she dreaded what might be in
store if Hobbs knew that Ralph had cast her off.
WhileMariewas debating upon the attitude that Hobbs
would assume, his entrance put an end to her doubts.
" Selina, how ill you look 1 Come into my office," said
Hobbs, holding the door open for Marie to pass.
When she was seated, the booking manager locked